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THE HOME OF JOHN HANCOCK, BEACON STREET, BOSTON 


Built 1737 by Thomas Hancock. Destroyed 1863. The fate of this house 
has become a classic in the annals of vandalism. Governor Hancock is 
said to have intended to bequeath his home to the Commonwealth, but 
he died without giving effect to this intention by will. In 1859 a strong 
effort was made to have the Commonwealth purchase the house at a low 
valuation. This effort failed, and later the heirs offered the house with 
some of its contents to the city as a free gift, ihe house to be moved to 
another site. This plan also failed, and in 1863 the house was destroved. 








The Royall house, Medford, Mass. Built 1737. Purchased 1908 by the Royall House Association. 


Copyright Detroit Publishing Co. 
The Lee house, Marblehead, Mass. 


Built 1768. Purchased 1909 by the Marblehead Historical Society. 





Copyright Detroit Photographic Co. 
Hancock-Clarke house, Lexington, Mass. Room in which John Hancock and Samuel Adams are 
said to have slept the night before the fight at Lexington. Property of the Lexington Historical 
Society. 


Courtesy Halliday Photo h Co. 
The Whipple house, Ipswich, Mass. alates erep 


Built in the 17th century. Purchased 1898 by the Ipswich Historical Society. 











The home of Jonathan Harrington, Lexington, Mass. 


Copyright Detroit Photographic Co. 


He was one of Captain Parker’s Company 


of Minute-Men, and on the morning of April 19th, 1775, was mortally wounded in the fight on 


Lexington Common, a short distance in front of his home. 
from the upper windows, and ran downstairs to let him in. 


His wife had been watching the fight 
He expired at her feet. The material 


alterations which this house suffered in the winter of 1909-10 were the immediate cause of the 


foundation of this Society. 


THE SOCIETY FOR 
THE PRESERVATION OF NEW 
ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


OUR New England antiquities are fast 
disappearing because no society has made 
their preservation its exclusive object. 
That is the reason for the formation of 
this Society. 

Historical, ancestral, patriotic, and sim- 
ilar societies have been frequently organ- 
ized, of whose work that of preservation 
is Only a part. These societies are prac- 
tically powerless to meet the situation 
as it faces us today on account of the 


other objects which require and receive 
their attention. Only rarely does one of 
them save some old building, probably 
to be its headquarters, and when this is 
accomplished other local landmarks are 
likely to be neglected. 

The home of Paul Revere in Boston 
and the Royall house in Medford were 
preserved because special societies were 
formed for that particular purpose. This 
is splendid as far as it goes, but since the 
mechanism is elaborate it is seldom used, 
and it is wasteful because without much 
more elaboration it can be used to cover 
the whole field. 











The Moore house, Windsor, Conn. 
1664. Moved and much altered. 


Built about 


Family associations are by their nature 
limited to a very restricted field, the 
preservation of the family homesteads. 

Such are the existing agencies for 
preservation, and heroic work is being 
done by scores of individuals interested 
in them, as every lover of New Eng- 
land’s antiquities knows. Nevertheless, 
the destruction of that which we wish 
had been preserved still continues, until 
today houses of the earliest period have 
become of the utmost rarity and even 
later ones are rapidly disappearing. 
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The birthplace of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Cam- 





bridge, Mass. Destroyed 1883. 
of General Ward 1775. 


Headquarters 

The situation requires aggressive action 
by a large and strong society, which shall 
cover the whole field and act instantly 
wherever needed to lead in the preser- 
vation of noteworthy buildings and his- 
toric sites. That is exactly what this 
Society has been formed to do. It in- 
vites to its membership members of 
other societies and all persons who are 


by residence, birth, or in any other way 
connected with New England. 

The buildings and sites which make 
our New England antiquities of surpass- 
ing interest are remarkably vatied in 








The Old Feather Store, Boston. Built about 1680. 
Destroyed 1860. 


form. There are blockhouses and gar- 
rison houses, of which but few are left; 
the oldest settlers’ houses of the simplest 
form, often having but one room and 
an attic; also variations of these and 
later evolutions from them, including the 
picturesque overhanging second story, 
and houses like the Fairbanks house in 
Dedham, with others of scarcely less 
note. The Georgian or Colonial type 
of house supplies us with a wealth of 
material worthy of preservation, and 
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The Clark house, Farmington,Conn. Early 17th 
century. Destroyed 1880. This was one of the 
most interesting houses in New England. 


New England has her full share of not- 
able specimens still standing. Shortly 
after the Revolution some of the finest 
town houses of Salem, Newburyport, 
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The Fairbanks house, Dedham, Mass. 
tion of the Fairbanks family. 


and Portsmouth were built, still in the 
Colonial style. 

To this list of our antiquities must be 
added the battlefields of Indian wars and 
of the Revolution, as well as the homes 
of the combatants. Then, too, there are 
the New England taverns, some of the 
best of which have lately been destroyed, 
and also places with literary associations. 
We may also include Indian names, old 
trails, roadside watering places and other 
objects of note. 

It is proposed to preserve the most 
interesting of these buildings by obtain- 
ing control of them through gift, pur- 
chase, or otherwise, and then to restore 
them, and finally to let them to tenants 
under wise restrictions, unless local con- 
ditions suggest some other treatment. 
It is anticipated that arrangements can 
be made by which members of the Soci- 
ety may inspect each building at stated 


17th century, with frequent additions. 


Copyright Detroit Photographic Co. 


Owned by an associa- 


times. This plan has the merit of con- 
tinuing the property in the use for which 
it was intended, making it accessible to 
our members, and finally of leaving the 
estate on the local tax list. In the case 
of an historic site the Society could 
doubtless count on civic co-operation 
where possibilities of a park or play- 
ground exist. 

It is hoped soon to establish a museum 
in which to keep the smaller antiquities, 
such as househok objects, relics, models, 
etc., the aim being to supplement local 
collections without competing with them. 
Objects of local interest would be left 
to local museums unless they could be 
used to illustrate a link in the develop- 
ment of the series along sectional or 
national lines. In this way there will 
be formed a collection which shall be to 
New England what the Germanic Mu- 
seum at Nuremberg and the Bavarian 
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Courtesy Mass. Society Mayflower Descendants. 


Major John Bradford house, Kingston, Mass. This house was built, per- 
haps in 1674, by Major John Bradford, a grandson of Gov. William 


Bradford, a Mayflower Pilgrim. 


National Museum at Munich are to 
Bavaria. Once begun, such a museum 
grows naturally by gift and endowment. 

In order to keep our members con- 
stantly in touch with the Society’s work 
there will be issued, from time to time, a 
Bulletin containing information of inter- 
est. There will also be publisned a series 
of Records containing accounts of all 
property acquired, in much more detail 
than the space in the Bulletin will allow. 

The aims and objects of the Society 
for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities having been described, it only 
remains to state how they are to be 
made effective. The fees of the Annual 
Members and the income of the Life 
Membership Fund are to be the sinews 
of war, and these memberships have 
been arranged as follows: 


Associate Members $2 a year 
$5 a year 


$50 in one year 


Active Members 
Life Members 


All members receive the Builetin, and 
Active and Life Members may vote and 
hold office. 

In order that this Society may succeed, 
a very large membership is essentiai. Its 
Objects should appeal to members of all 
historical, antiquarian, and patriotic socie- 
ties, as well as to persons bound to New 
England by ties of residence, ancestry, 
or association. It is to all these that we 
make our appeal to become members, 
confident that our work will fulfill the 
hope they have long cherished, that the 
antiquities handed down from our ances- 
tors shall be passed on unimpaired to our 
descendants. 


Address all communications and applications for membership to Mr. William Sumner Appleton, 
Corresponding Secretary, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. Make cheques and money orders payable to 


William C. Endicott, Treasurer. 





Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., Boston. 
TYPES OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


I 4 7 
The Boardman house, Saugus, Mass. Old Windmill, Nantucket, Mass. The Vernon house, Newport, R, I. 


2 S 8 
Block house, Fort Halifax,Winslow, Me. The Longfellow house, Cambridge. Powder house, Marblehead, Mass. 


3 6 9 
Merriam’s Corner, Concord, Mass. The old stone house, Guilford, Ct. The Jackson house, Portsmouth, N. H. 


OFFICERS 1910 


President, CHARLES KNOWLES BOLTON, = Shirley 

Vice-Presidents Miss ALICE LONGFELLOW, Cambridge 

for Mass. WALDO LINCOLN, Worcester 
Vice-Presidents for Me., N. H., Vt., R. 1., and Conn., not yet elected 

Treasurer, WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT, Danvers 
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Dr. CHARLES M. GREEN, Boston Mr. Jutius H. TuTtLe, Dedham 
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MRS. BARRETT WENDELL, Boston 
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